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Excerpt:

    Historically, organized gambling has meant organized crime. Recently a high-ranking legal expert declared that gambling is the life blood of organized crime, and that if gambling could be wiped out much large-scale crime would die for lack of sustenance. Organized gambling flourishes in a twilight zone of society where coercion and corruption are the methods of doing business. An evil atmosphere envelops such a community and eats into the fabric of law and order. The bribery and corruption of officials, with attendant social abuses, is a common result. Yet in the United States, for example, the Roman Church, which receives substantial revenues from gambling games, has not only failed to oppose legalized gambling but frequently has itself run foul of state anti-gambling laws. On the other hand Protestant groups, which believe that it is a sin to gamble, have taken the lead in a great many places and have succeeded in having bingo, and particularly professional gambling, outlawed. In the bingo pinball devices commonly found in taverns, the millions of nickels flow into millions of dollars. Usually these devices return the tavern owners 50 per cent of the take, and the operators greedily reach for the profits. So the foundation for the underworld is built.

    Gambling is a violation of one of God’s first commands to man: ‘In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread’ (Gen. 3:19). It is also a violation of other Scripture commands and of the general spirit of Scripture teaching: ‘Thou shalt not steal’ (Ex. 20:15); ‘Thou shalt not covet’ (Ex. 20:17); ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself’ (Matt. 19:59); ‘Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not?’ (Is. 55:2). ‘Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God’ (1 Cor. 10:31).
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