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[[A recent news story reports "A $100 million-dollar gambling proposal would open games of skill, such as video poker, at racetracks in the state, but only if voters in the community approve such an arrangement....The gambling bill was off and running when it was filed, winning Senate approval before any other last-day bills reached the first turn. Senate Bill 999 by Sen. Bob Johnson, D-Bigelow, would allow Oaklawn Park thoroughbred track in Hot Springs and Southland Greyhound Park in West Memphis to add wagering on electronic games of skill upon voter approval.  The Arkansas Democrat-Gazette reports: "Gov. Mike Huckabee said [March 16, 2005] that he won’t veto legislation aimed at expanding gambling at the state’s racetracks even though he thinks it’s a bad idea that could create "a back door to quasi-casinos" in Arkansas. Huckabee said he’ll let Senate Bill 999 become law without his signature."

[[Arkansas Senate Bill 999 contains the following definitional language: 

(5)(A) "Electronic games of skill" means games played through any electronic device or machine that afford an opportunity for the exercise of skill or judgment where the outcome is not completely controlled by chance 
alone. 
(B) "Electronic games of skill" do not include pari-mutuel wagering on horse racing and greyhound racing governed by the Arkansas Horse Racing Law or Arkansas Greyhound Racing Law, whether pari-mutuel wagering on live racing, simulcast racing, or races conducted in the past and rebroadcast by electronic means;]]


5-66-111. Pinball machines, etc.

(a)  Any coin-operated pinball machine or other device which is designed so that more than one (1) coin can be inserted so as to give the player additional odds in making a high score or winning additional free games is unlawful, and the operation thereof shall be a misdemeanor which shall be punishable by the imposition of a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) or imprisonment in the county jail for not more than one (1) year, or both.  

(b)  It is the intent of this section to prohibit the use of so-called "bingo"-type pinball machines, the interstate transportation of which is prohibited by 15 U.S.C. § 1172.  

(c)  Coin-operated amusement devices, including pinball machines, which will take only one (1) coin for each player for each game and which are equipped with flippers which can be activated by the player to propel a ball back onto the playing surface of the machine so as to prolong the playing time and increase the score attained by the player and upon which not more than twenty-five (25) free games can be won by the player are specifically designated as amusement devices and their use is declared to be legal so long as all state and municipal taxes have been paid and the owner thereof has obtained a permit, filed a bond, and paid the privilege tax required by § 26-57-401 et seq.  

